PAGE  
4

TRAINING IN COMMUNITY PAEDIATRICS

OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAMMME                                                                                                            

The objectives of the programme is to provide training and experience at a sufficient level for a trainee to acquire the knowledge, skills and competency of a specialist in the field of Community Paediatrics. The trainee should have understanding and experience in urban child health, immunisation, injury prevention, social paediatrics including child protection, child development, disability, behavioural paediatrics, research, audit and management. In addition the trainee should be involved in helping to develop and work with non-governmental organisations for children with special needs.

COMMUNITY  PAEDIATRICS TRAINING COMMITTEE                               

A committee shall be formed to organise and oversee the conduct of the training programme. The committee shall meet three times a year.

Members:

Dr HSS Amar-Singh, Consultant Community Paediatrician (Chairperson)

Dr. Shanmuganathan Narayanan, Consultant Community Paediatrician

Dr Wan Asma Wan Ismail, Consultant Community Paediatrician

Dr Hjh Noor Katijah, Consultant General Paediatrician

Dato’ Professor Sham Kassim, Dean Universiti Putera Malaysia

Assoc. Prof. R. Krishnan, Consultant in Primary Care

The functions of the committee will be to:

1. To develop the structure and syllabus for the training.

2. To accredit centres and trainers

3. To recommend candidates for selection into the programme

4. To continually update trainers

ENTRY REQUIREMENT                                                                                        

1. Holds a recognised qualification in Paediatrics such as M.Med (Paeds) from any local universities, MRCPCH, MRCP (UK or Ire) or equivalent.

2. Has 4 years experience in Paediatrics, which should include at least one year in the district hospital or in the community after the post graduate qualification.

DURATION
Total of three years, of which one year will be to do the MSc. in Community Paediatrics in an approved overseas centre.  

TRAINING CONTENT AND MODALITIES                                                                                              

The training will focus in the following areas:

1. MSc in Community Paediatrics

2. Urban Child Health

3. Disease prevention with a specific focus on Injury Prevention

4. Population Paediatrics and Health Services including development of community services and liaison with various agencies

5. Social, developmental & Behavioural Paediatrics including child protection & advocacy.

6. Chronic childhood disorders with a special focus on childhood disabilities.

Phase 1 (1 ½ years)
· During the first six months the candidate will be working in an accredited local training centre with a established Community Paediatrician.         

· Following which the candidate does an MSc in Community Paediatrics in an approved overseas centre.

· Complete and submit a dissertation on a topic relevant to Malaysian Child Health as part of the MSc.

Phase 2 (1 ½ years)

· During phase 2 the trainee will be placed in an accredited local centre. 

· They will expose themselves and acquire experience in urban child health, health education, prevention of injuries, prevention of communicable and non- communicable disease, immunisation, developmental problems and disability in childhood. During this time trainee will also gain experience in child protection and emotional and behavioural problems.

· The trainee will be involved in either carrying out joint work with the Family Health Division of the Ministry of Health, start a service relevant to the care of the child in the community or establish a relevant non-governmental organisation

· Participate in administration and teaching duties relevant to Community Paediatrics.

The topics to be covered in Community Paediatrics are in Appendix 1.

TRAINING CENTRES AND TRAINERS                                                               
Centres may be accredited for the whole or part of the training. Accreditation is based on the availability of a Community Paediatrician, senior General Paediatrician with interest in community paediatrics, a developed or developing community paediatrics service (e.g. a

multidisciplinary team managing children with disability). All accredited departments shall have the basic requirement for CME activities such as seminar-room, projectors, video players etc.

The list of accredited centres will be reviewed periodically.

Accreditation of trainers is based on good professional standing and interest in teaching. A minimum of 2 years working experience in their own field is required.

The ratio of trainee should not exceed 1:2

List of accredited trainers:

1. Consultant Community Paediatricians Accredited as Trainers (2 years):

· Dr HSS Amar-Singh



Hospital Ipoh

· Dr Shanmuganathan Narayanan


Hospital Ipoh 

· Dr Wan Asma Wan Ismail


Hospital USM, Kubang Kerian

2. Consultant General Paediatricians & Other Paediatricians Accredited as Trainers for part accreditation (6 months):
· Assoc. Prof. R. Krishnan 




Hospital University
· Dr Mary Marriet





Hospital University
· Dr Hjh Noor Katijah




Hospital Ipoh
· Dato’ Professor Sham Kassim



Dean Universiti Putera Malaysia

List of accredited training centre:

Institution






Accredited Period

· Hospital Ipoh






2 years

· Hospital USM, Kubang Kerian




2 years
· Hospital University





6 months

· Hospital Kuala Lumpur (Universiti Putera Malaysia)

6 months

· Family Health Division of the Ministry of Health

3 months

TRAINEE COMMITMENTS
Responsibility of Trainee

The programme is organised and conducted in a manner that emphasises good medical practice. Trainees learn on the job. The trainee is required to complete the programme to the satisfaction of the supervisors. He/She should show, throughout the whole training period a high standard of professional conduct, positive attitudes to knowledge and learning and be committed to continuous education.

He/She should equip himself with the necessary knowledge and skills to enable him/her to function independently later. Trainee participation in CME  and medical student teaching is mandatory. The trainee must complete a dissertation on a topic relevant to local needs as part of the MSc. in Community Paediatrics. The trainee will be involved in designing and completing a project. This should be either carrying out joint work with the Family Health Division of the Ministry of Health, start a service relevant to the care of the child in the community or establish a relevant non-governmental organisation.

LOG BOOK

Trainees are required to maintain a log book which shall record a list of activities relating to community paediatrics in which the trainee has been involved, documentation specify involvement in children with special needs, CME activities, papers written and/or presented. The supervising consultant will be responsible to ensure completions and certification of the logbook.

CERTIFICATION

Upon satisfactory completion of the training a trainee shall apply to be exit certified.

APPENDIX 1

TOPICS IN COMMUNITY PAEDIATRICS

(this section is current being drafted and will be extensively expanded with references)

· Epidemiology

· Statistics

· Health Promotion & Education (including Emerging and Lifestyle Diseases, Obesity)

· Growth and Developmental medicine 

· Prevention of Communicable and Non-Communicable diseases

· Screening and surveillance

· Immunisation

· Children in disadvantaged communities (Urban poor/slums, Rural poor, Estates, Aboriginals, Migrants)

· Injury Prevention (road, home, school)

· Child Protection (NAI and wider issues, working with agencies, services)

· Advocacy

· Educational medicine (including involvement in schools)

· Child development 

· Disability

· Emotional and Behavioural Problems (including discipline related issues)

· Substance abuse

· Chronic childhood diseases (including family support groups, working with NGOs, networking with professionals, respite care)

· Child Mental Health (including delinquents, ADHD, Autism, etc)

· Adolescent Health

· Health Service Structure

· Liaison with government and non-governmental agencies

· Management & administration
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